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Minutes of May 14, 2010, Meeting

Committee Members

Charles Barclay, ADOT OES NRMG
Carolyn Campbell, CSDP

Jennifer Christelman, Town of Marana
Janice Cuaron, COT DOT

Mike Demlong, AZGFD

Debra Einweck, Town of Sahuarita
Rick Ellis, PCDOT, Chair

Jessica Lamberton, Sky Island Alliance
Christina McVie, Tucson Audubon Society
Phil Trenary, Town of Oro Valley

1. Call to Order, Introductions and In-kind

Public/Agencies

David Grandmaison, AZGFD (presenter)
Shawn Lowery, AZGFD

Scott Richardson, USFWS

Sherry Ruther, PCES

Ray Schweinsburg, PhD, AZGFD (presenter)

Staff

Jim DeGrood
Steve Matthews
Joan Reedy
Teresa Ruiz

The meeting was called to order by Rick Ellis at 9:00 a.m. Introductions were made. An in-
kind form was routed for member participation.

2. Approval of Minutes of April 9, 2010

Motion was made by Mike Demlong to approve the minutes of the April 9,2010,
meeting, seconded by Christina McVie, and unanimously approved.

3. RTA Board Update (Jim DeGrood)

The April RTA Board met concerning the modern streetcar. On May 13 a special study
session meeting was held to go over the modern streetcar schedule costs and amount of

money spent to date. No action was taken.

However, the sentiment was to move forward

on the Intergovernmental Agreement (IGA). The next regularly scheduled meeting is May

27.

Total RTA projects approved to date still stand at 394, eight of 11first period RTA Road
Improvement projects are under construction, with an expenditure of about $188 million.
$265 million has been collected; there is about $70 million in reserve.

Mr. Ellis asked about the time line for bonding that has been discussed. Mr. DeGrood said
that right now the RTA is sitting on $70 million; RTA had peaked at $122 million, so they
are not burning off the funding at the rate that was originally anticipated. There are



$140 million worth of projects under contract, $126 million just in the roadway element
alone and the RTA is looking at a number of projects that are going out to bid before the
end of the year. We expect to see portions of the modern streetcar going forward over the
balance of the year. Pima County is going out to bid on Magee, and the next phase of La
Canada (River to Ina); there are sizable projects still coming. Over the next 12 months we
could see another $100 million worth of construction under contract; by comparison, we
are collecting about $60 million a year right now. The fund collections are still continuing
to go down. He said we have not found the bottom of the recession yet in terms of sales
tax revenues.

Carolyn Campbell asked about the streetcar and if there is an update on the RTA taking
over administration of Sun Tran? Is the streetcar part of Sun Tran? Mr. DeGrood said the
streetcar is not part of the discussion at this time. The IGA with the City of Tucson is
basically a co-manager role of both the City and the RTA with making the decisions such
as contractor selection, selection of the streetcar vendor, etc. The implementing agency
will still be the City of Tucson. The regionalization of transit continues to move forward. It
is conceivable that we could have IGAs for the modern streetcar and Sun Tran.

Mr. Ellis asked to reverse items #4 and #5 on the agenda. All agreed.
Project Updates

At last month’s meeting Mike Ingraldi gave an update on the two projects, Pima County
Wildlife Movement through Culvert Study and Wildlife Fencing Studies, that David
Grandmaison, Research Biologist, Arizona Game and Fish Department, has been working
on. The two projects together are designed to provide transportation managers with tools
to mitigate the loss of wildlife on roads and generally increase the safety of motorists and
wildlife relative to transportation planning.

Mr. Grandmaison related the findings thus far to the culvert study. The objective was to
identify culvert use patterns by different taxonomic groups, to look at seasonal variation
patterns and to figure out characteristics that contribute to the pattern of use. The
monitoring was limited to 146 site samples of underpass structures with three different
culvert types, the 24” and 36" corrugated metal pipe and concrete box culverts. They
looked at 2 and 4 lane roads, three different vegetation communities in the county, and
focused on those culverts embedded in a natural landscape.

Work in other parts of the country has shown that animals are more likely to use culverts
that have a natural substrate inside. Culverts with at least some natural substrate were
selected. They also considered the possibility of vandalism and theft; thus they didn’t
select culverts being used as homes or human activity. The monitoring took place in three
sessions corresponding to season; they have completed the 2009 summer and fall session.
The spring season session is under way now and is expected to be completed next week.
The video review is ongoing and will be the biggest task from here on. The approach for
monitoring includes: road kill surveys and traffic volumes, which has been shown to
influence animal movement across roadways.

To date 3,679 “events” have been captured on video with 1,098 documented successful
uses of culverts. They will continue video review, species ID, and behavioral
categorization. Analysis is being done to determine the relationship between passage
rates and the following: vegetation community, road type, structural characteristics, traffic
volume, road kill accumulation rates, changes in substrate, season, time of day and human
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